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60% Diversion Goal

• To fully achieve the State’s diversion goal… 
the state must also increase the diversion 
of Construction and Demolition (C&D) 
waste.

Source: CT Comprehensive Materials Management Strategy, 2015
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/waste_management_and_disposal/Solid_Waste_Management_Plan/CMMSFinalAdoptedComprehensiveMaterialsManagementStrategypdf.pdf

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/waste_management_and_disposal/Solid_Waste_Management_Plan/CMMSFinalAdoptedComprehensiveMaterialsManagementStrategypdf.pdf


Inbound Waste Loads Observed at CT 
C&D VRFs – By Category

• In 2013, CT 
generated about 
1,041,643 Tons of 
C&D debris

• Per capita generation 
rate: 

~ 0.29 T/person/yr

• In 2013, the 4 VRFs 
with sorting lines avg. 
7% recycling rate

Construction and Demolition Waste Characterization and Market Analysis, March 2016, 

GREEN SEAL ENVIRONMENTAL, INC. https://portal.ct.gov/-

/media/DEEP/waste_management_and_disposal/Solid_Waste_Management_Plan/CM

MSFinal2016ConstructionAndDemolitionWasteCharacterizationStudyPDF.pdf

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/waste_management_and_disposal/Solid_Waste_Management_Plan/CMMSFinal2016ConstructionAndDemolitionWasteCharacterizationStudyPDF.pdf
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REUSE

• REUSE is extending the life of an item by using 
it more than once, for the same or a new 
function. By taking a useful product and 
exchanging it without reprocessing (i.e. 
recycling), reuse retains the embedded energy 
and natural resources used in the product’s 
initial manufacturing process. 
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REUSE vs. RECYCLING

Recycling or “down-cycling” is the process of breaking 
down a used item into its raw materials/components 
which are then used to make new items. Reuse is often 
using for original use in original form or “upcycling”.

Example:  Wood

• Reuse turns unwanted wood/lumber into flooring or 
furniture

• Recycling turns unwanted wood/lumber into 
sawdust, mulch or pellets.
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Demolitions in CT

Photo: Kelsey Quartuccio/DEEP Intern
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Building Demolitions in CT (1990-2014)
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The systematic dismantling of a 
building or its parts to salvage 
and harvest the components 
within; with the purpose of 
reusing and/or recycling these 
reclaimed materials and 
commodities for their maximum 
economic and environmental 
value.
-Introduction to Deconstruction: A Comprehensive Training 
Manual, Building Material Reuse Association, 2012

Deconstruction



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

• Clean Outs

• Soft Stripping

• Full Deconstruction 
– structural impact

• Building Material 
Reuse Center

Parts of Building Material Reuse
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Photo: Joe DeRisi/Urbanminers, LLC
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• Wood (lumber, flooring)

• Windows, Doors

• Cabinets

• Plumbing Products (aka ceramics)

• Electrical Products

• Radiators, woodstoves, etc.

• Landscape materials – including plants

• Non-wood flooring

• Roofing materials

Reusable Materials
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Reuse

• Timbers; large dimension 
lumber; plywood; flooring; 
molding; lumber longer 
than 6 feet

Wood (lumber, flooring)

Recycle

• Unpainted and untreated 
wood unfit for reuse

Photo: Joe DeRisi/Urbanminers, LLC
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Reuse

• Windows in good 
condition (for single 
panes, consider 
adding storm 
windows)

Recycle

• Metal frames and 
screens; unpainted 
and untreated wood

• Window “glass”
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Reuse

• Cabinets; hardware 
(hinges and knobs)

Cabinets

Recycle

• Hardware; 
unpainted and 
unfinished wood
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Reuse

• Sinks; tubs; toilets; 
faucets

Plumbing Products

Recycle/Dispose

• Metal pipe; 
outdated toilets; 
inefficient plumbing 
fixtures; faucets 
with lead content
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Reuse

• Electrical products 
in good working 
order

Electrical Products

Recycle

• Metals (fixtures, 
conduit)
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Reuse

• Timbers; stone; 
concrete; brick

• Shrubs; perennials; 
small trees

Landscape Materials

Recycle

• Untreated, 
unpainted wood
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Reuse and Recycling Industry

Increasing commercial and 

residential recycling collection 

within the state will directly increase 

local jobs.
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If building deconstruction 

were fully integrated 

into the demolition industry, 

at least 100,000 jobs could 

be created in this sector.

Source: Institute for Local Self Reliance , 

“Recycling Means Business,” 

http://www.ilsr.org/recycling/recyclingmeansbusiness.html



https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Energy/High-Performance-Building-Standards-for-State-Agency-and-School-Buildings


https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/energy/buildingstandards/ComplianceManualHighPerformanceBuildingspdf.pdf


https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Waste-Management-and-Disposal/Construction-and-Demolition-Waste/CD-Materials-Management


https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Waste-Management-and-Disposal/Construction-and-Demolition-Waste/CD-Materials-Management


https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Reduce-Reuse-Recycle/Construction-and-Demolition/Deconstruction
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https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Reduce-Reuse-Recycle/Construction-and-Demolition/Local-Management-of-CD


https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Reduce-Reuse-Recycle/Construction-and-Demolition/Local-Management-of-CD
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Questions?

Sherill Baldwin
CT DEEP
Sustainable Materials Management
Sherill.Baldwin@ct.gov


